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Union’s wide-ranging list of terrorist organiza-
tions; and on the motion to suspend the rules
and agree to S. 384, to extend the existence
of the Nazi War Crimes and Japanese Impe-
rial Government Records Interagency Working
Group for two years.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “aye” on rollcall votes 66, 67, and
68.

——————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF TEXAS STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE ROBERT PUENTE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Robert Puente for his distinguished
career in public service.

Robert Puente is currently serving his eighth
term in the Texas Legislature. He is Chair of
the House Natural Resources Committee and
serves on the Local Ways and Means Com-
mittee. Mr. Puente is especially involved in en-
suring that Texas always has an adequate
water supply; he is co-chair of the Study Com-
mission for Water on Environmental Flows,
and is a member of the Texas Water Advisory
Council.

Mr. Puente is a proud product of the Texas
higher educational system. He graduated from
St. Mary’s University in San Antonio with a
Bachelor's degree in Political Science, and he
received his Doctorate in Jurisprudence from
the University of Texas Law School in 1982.

Included among Mr. Puente’s many legisla-
tive accomplishments are his work on the pas-
sage of the Edwards Aquifer Authority legisla-
tion and the establishment of the Aquifer
Authority’s elected board, and his support for
SB1, which implemented a comprehensive
water plan for the state.

Representative Puente continues to live in
San Antonio with his wife, Carmen Puente,
and his three children. In addition to his legis-
lative activities, he finds the time to participate
in a number of different community organiza-
tions.

Mr.  Speaker, Representative  Robert
Puente’s farsighted legislative work has
helped secure the future of San Antonio and
our great state of Texas, and | am proud to
have the opportunity to recognize him here.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
from votes in the House on Monday, March
14th, due to a previous and unavoidable com-
mitment. Therefore, | was unable to vote on H.
Res. 135 (Rollcall No. 66), H. Res. 101 (Roll-
call No. 67), and S. 384 (Rollcall No. 68). Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye” on
all three measures considered before the
House.
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TRIBUTE TO WING KAI FAT

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay my respects to an old friend and a won-
derful man, Wing Kai Fat. He passed away on
Friday, February 25th after a full, rich life, at
the age of 79. We should all be so lucky as
to have the many close friends and the large
and loving family that he did.

Wing Fat was born in Canton, China in
1925. When he was ten years old, along with
his father he emigrated to America, settling in
Sacramento. As a young adult, he served in
the U.S. Air Force and graduated from Sac-
ramento State University. For sixty-six years,
Wing Fat worked in “Frank Fat’s,” his leg-
endary father’'s restaurant, until his retirement
just a few years ago. Before his retirement,
the very successful Fat family restaurant busi-
ness grew to include ten restaurants.
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Wing Fat and “Frank Fat's” were mainstays
in the Sacramento political and cultural com-
munities. A well-known location for political
deal-making, the restaurant was renowned as
much for Wing Fat’s personality as it was for
the great food. Wing Fat was a truly warm
man, whose affectionate laugh and inviting
presence always made those around him feel
welcome and comfortable. Although he had
much to boast, he was remembered as “one
of the humblest men you could ever meet.”
His warmth and humility were matched only by
his tact; his motto was “You listen, but you
never tell.” When he passed away he took
decades of private politic information with him,
gleaned from years of being a trusted host to
the Sacramento political community. It is no
surprise that Wing Fat became such a suc-
cessful restaurateur and that his business be-
came a trusted venue for those involved in
Sacramento politics.

Mr. Fat generously shared his successes
with his friends and his community. In addition
to the counsel he offered countless mayors
and council members, Mr. Fat founded a num-
ber of local cultural and civic organizations
that will contribute to the Sacramento area for
years to come. In November 2004, Mr. Fat
culminated his truly generous philanthropic ca-
reer with a $1 million dollar donation to the
Sacramento Asian Sports Foundation to build
a new sports center in Laguna.

Mr. Speaker, Sacramento has lost a civic
treasure and a wonderful man. Although it will
never be the same without Wing Fat, he
leaves behind a wonderful family, friends
whose lives he touched, restaurants that con-
tinue to provide a warm place for people to
gather, and charitable work and donations that
will enrich Sacramento for years to come. | am
honored to have an opportunity here to say
not only “goodbye” to Mr. Fat, but also to say
“thank you.”

March 16, 2005

RECOGNIZING BENNETT COLLEGE
ON THE OCCASION OF PRESI-
DENT JOHNNETTA B. COLE’'S AP-
PEARANCE BEFORE THE TIDE-
WATER ALUMNAE CHAPTER,
MARCH 18-19, 2005

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Bennett College and its Presi-
dent Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole, on the occasion of
her appearance before the Tidewater Alumnae
Chapter for its annual White Breakfast on
March 19, 2005.

Bennett College is an historically black col-
lege and university founded in 1873 in
Greensboro, North Carolina through the inspi-
ration of newly emancipated slaves. Instruction
was first held in the basement of St. Mat-
thew’s United Methodist Church until the
Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education Soci-
ety of the Methodist Episcopal Church as-
sumed responsibility for support of the school
in 1874. Through a $10,000 gift from philan-
thropist Lyman Bennett the school was able to
prosper and grow, and the school was re-
named in his honor. In 1926, the school was
reorganized as a college for women, a role
that it continues to serve today. In 1989, Ben-
nett College had the distinction of having First
Lady Barbara Bush as its commencement
speaker.

For over 130 years, Bennett College has
served the needs of the African American
community in North Carolina and its sur-
rounding area. Since 1930, Bennett College
has graduated over 5,000 women, many serv-
ing in the education profession. My home city
of Chesapeake, Virginia has been particularly
reliant on the service of Bennett College alum-
nae as career teachers in the Chesapeake
Public School System. | am grateful to Bennett
College for this contribution to my congres-
sional district.

In 2002, the esteemed Dr. Johnnetta B.
Cole became the 14th president of Bennett
College. Her career as a college university
professor and administrator spans over three
decades. In 1987, she made history as the
first African American woman to serve as
president of Spelman College. In 2004, she
made history again as the first African Amer-
ican woman to serve as chair of the board of
the United Way of America. | am proud to
have her visit my district and applaud the
Tidewater Alumnae Chapter of Bennett Col-
lege for bringing her to Virginia on the occa-
sion of their annual White Breakfast.

The Tidewater Alumnae Chapter has distin-
guished itself in southeastern Virginia through
its contribution to the community. Among their
members are many present and former teach-
ers of the Chesapeake Public School System.
Their professional contribution to my district is
significant, and | thank them for their accom-
plishments on the occasion of their annual
White Breakfast.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Bennett College, Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole and
the Tidewater Alumnae Chapter of Bennett
College for their record of service and con-
tribution to our Nation and to my district. It is
truly my honor and privilege to recognize Ben-
nett College, Dr. Cole and the Tidewater
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